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Abstract

Adolescence is a period characterized by increases in impulsivity and risk-taking, as well
as heightened interpersonal anxiety and evaluation apprehension. To capture these features
experimentally, the Preemptive Strike Game—which measures defensive preemptive strike driven
by the fear of being attacked first by an opponent—can be employed. However, previous studies on
preemptive strike have focused exclusively on adults, and developmental changes remain unclear.
Accordingly, we administered the Preemptive Strike Game to adolescents aged 11— 17 to examine

the characteristics of preemptive strike in adolescence and its psychological basis. The results showed
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that adolescents chose a preemptive strike with a probability of approximately 45 —80%, depending
on the game’s payoff structure. In contrast, self-reported anxiety and evaluation apprehension were
not associated with preemptive strike. These findings suggest that additional factors may characterize
preemptive strike during adolescence.
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