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Abstract

Social norms play a crucial role in the construction and maintenance of large-scale cooperative
human societies. On the other hand, when and how do humans come to understand the formations
of social norms? In the present study, I tested the hypothesis that infants infer the transmission of
social norms through communication. Previous research in cognitive development has demonstrated that
even infants recognize the existence of social norms (e.g., rules) within social groups and understand
that information can be transmitted through communication. The present study investigated whether
preverbal infants infer the transmission of social norms through communicative interactions and

whether they expect group members who violate these norms to be evaluated negatively by other
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members of the same group. Using a violation-of-expectation paradigm combined with anticipatory-
looking measures, I found no evidence supporting my hypotheses. The findings suggest that infants may
require additional social cues, such as perceptual similarity, to infer the transmission of group norms.
Future research should experimentally manipulate such factors and examine the replication of previous
findings on infants’ understanding of social norms.
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