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Abstract

Previous studies on children and adults have shown that individuals' goals influence their behavior
toward challenging tasks. These individual differences in behavior, arising from goal orientation, appear
to emerge in early childhood. However, it remains a question whether verbal feedback prompting
preschoolers’ challenging behavior differs depending on goal orientation. It is also unclear how robust
individual differences in young children's behavior arising from goal orientation are. Therefore, this
study examines verbal feedback that prompts preschoolers’ challenging behavior, considering differences

in their goal orientation. Specifically, we address the following two questions: 1) Does verbal praise
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for effort rather than ability prompt challenging behavior regardless of goal orientation? 2) Do
performance-oriented preschoolers come to challenge when they receive encouragement from adults?
[Keywords] young children, achieve motivation, goal orientation, verbal feedback,

praise
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