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Abstract

This report explores the possibility of describing multimodal bodily and material practices
that enable moment-by-moment peer interaction in play, which lies at the core of early childhood
education. Drawing on new materialism as a theoretical framework, the study approaches children’s
peer interaction as a process generated through the entanglement of bodies, spaces, and other material
elements, rather than as a solely linguistic or interpersonal phenomenon. Using multimodal analysis,
language is treated as one resource among many, alongside bodily movement and the subtle agencies of
non-human materials. This approach seeks to attend to how interactions are organized in play without
reducing or filtering out the fine-grained bodily and material dynamics involved. By focusing on
interaction as an ongoing becoming-with among children and material environments, the study aims to
offer an exploratory description of how children come to make interaction in play. This interim report

outlines the background, aims, and methodological orientation of the research.
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