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Abstract

Evaluative contagion is the tendency to extend an evaluation of someone to their social group
associate. Previous research shows that preschoolers also display this behavior, but little is known
about whether they consider the type of relationship within the group when doing so. This study
examined whether the preschoolers’ tendency for evaluative contagion differs based on whether
group members are friends or have just met. Experimental results showed no significant difference
in evaluative contagion between friends or first-meeting pairs. However, some findings indicated
variations in participant choices depending on specific conditions. In some aspects of the friend
condition, participants significantly preferred the group associated with the reliable model over the
chance level. Nonetheless, this preference was not observed in the first-meeting condition. Limitations
of this study include the small sample size, indicating a need for further research.
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