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Abstract

Recent studies have shown that people are compelled to engage in preemptive strikes as a means
of self-defense against potential aggression from the others, rather than out of malice toward them.
However, previous studies on preemptive strikes have only focused on adults, and the developmental
stage at which preemptive strikes appear has not been examined. Furthermore, previous studies have
mainly focused on the situational factors that lead to preemptive strikes and have rarely examined
its cognitive and physiological basis. Therefore, this study will conduct a preemptive strike game
with adolescents and adults to compare their behaviors. In addition, we will clarify the cognitive and
physiological basis of preemptive strikes by measuring the results of cognitive control tasks and salivary

vasopressin levels before and after the game.
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