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Abstract

Learning to speak and understand language is one of the most remarkable achievements during
infancy that establishes foundations for later literacy, language, social and academic skills. However, how
infants achieve this and with exceptional speed is not well understood. A facilitating role of mother-
infant early interaction on infants'language development has been documented; however, it is not
known which features of mother-infant interactions scaffold language learning and how. This project

will examine the composition of early mother-infant interactions and its effects on infants’ language
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outcomes by using a unique dataset of large-scale naturalistic Japanese mother-infant dyads obtained
in home settings. Improved understanding of vocal mother-infant interactions and their relation to
language development will help developmental teams and researchers to tailor interventions for at risk
populations to factors that promote optimal language development.
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