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Abstract

Epistemic curiosity plays an important role in active learning and environmental adaptation in
life. However, there is limited understanding of how curiosity is related to the developmental process
among young children. Especially, little is known about the relationship between curiosity and social
context such as relationships with parents and peers. The current study examines whether a social
cue—peer existence promotes information exploration engagement in young children. Using a between-
subjects design, children (3-6-year-olds) participate in information-seeking tasks and report their
self-efficacy in a peer condition or a single condition. Participant’s parent answers the children’s trait
epistemic curiosity questionnaire. We examine the relationship between behavioral exploration, trait
curiosity, and self-efficacy. This study aims to provide new insight into the cognitive mechanisms of

curiosity and establish a pathway for effective educational practices to promote children’s curiosity.
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