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Abstract

Learning a language can seem to be an almost insurmountable task. Children have to learn
the many aspects of language, from the little input they get. Yet, we still know little about which,
if any, kinds of input are essential for language development. Some factors, such as facial cues,
have been deemed important, but have only been studied in comparison to unnatural settings
children rarely experience. Here, thus, we investigate the role facial cues may play in vocabulary
acquisition from infancy to toddlerhood, in everyday social settings. We further assess whether
speakers compensate for cue loss by adapting pronunciation, when facial cues are occluded. The
first study assesses word learning when gaze direction is occluded with sunglasses and the lip
movements with a surgical mask; the second study explores how speakers teach words when their
gaze or lips are occluded. These results will advance our understanding of which factors are
essential for language development, and may serve as a foundation for evidence-based guidelines
for early childhood education.
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