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Abstract

The present research tested the dual-process model of mother-child attachment that proposes
intuitive/emotional and cognitive processes independently predicting maternal attachment with
their child. Using the stratified sampling method, mothers of a high autistic child (n = 64) and
mothers of a low autistic child (n = 72) participated in the study. The results showed that high
autistic children were rated lower on two empathy scores (Attention to the Others' Feelings,
Prosocial Actions) as measured by the EmQue (Empathy Questionnaire). Furthermore, the child's
low empathy was associated with the mother's reduced kawaii (cuteness) emotion toward babies
and children, which, along with positive and negative self-perception as a mother, predicted lower
maternal attachment with her child. These results suggest that both emotional/intuitive and

cognitive processes are involved in forming and maintaining a mother’s attachment with her child.
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Dual Processes

Emotional/Intuitive Cognitive Process
<Child>
Infantile traits (baby schema)
+

Empathy (mother-child interaction)

<Mother> <Mother>
Kawaii emotion Self-concept as a
Parenting motivation mother

Maternal attachment with her child

1 Dual Process Model of Mother-Child Attachment
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& 1 Child Characteristics by High and Low Autistic Groups

High Austistic Low Austistic
(n =64) (n=72)
boys girls boys girls
n 36 28 37 35
M age 4.34 4.47

Note. As ascreening test, a Japanese measure developed from the ASQ has been
administered to 1,317 mothers. Mothers who rather their child higher than 10
were categorized into the high autistic group, and mothers who rated between 0
and 1 were categorized into the low autistic group.

REERE

FELOEBRME HARERSNILOFHLEMEE MM (Empathy Questionnaire; Rieffe et al., 2010;
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* 2 Group Differences in Study Variables

High Autistic Low Austistic

(n = 64) (n=72) t(df) p d 95%CI

EmQue (Empathy-Child)

Emotional contagion 71 8.79 6.60 37.12(132) <.001 091 1.373,3.013

Attention to Others' Feelings 72 13.66 15.26 2.52(134) .013 0.43 -2.870,—-.345

Prosocial Behavior .84 9.48 10.76  2.18(134) .031 037 -2.441,-118
Empathy-Mother

Empathic Concern .88 42.84 4890 5.04(134) <.001 0.86 —8.437,-3.681

Personal Distress 74 18.63 17.11  2.30 (134) .023 0.39 .658,.212
Kawaii emotion .86 23.06 30.06 9.22(134) <.001 1.58 -8.492,-5.494
Positive Self-Perception as a Mother .89 15.17 18.13 4.24(134) <.001 0.73 —4.330,-1.577
Negative Self-Perception as a Mother .80 15.83 12.83 4.57(134) <.001 0.78 1.698, 4.292
Social Support 93 11.94 16.72 7.64(134) <.001 1.31 -6.023,-3.546
Mother's Attachment to Her Child .95 16.69 2217 —-6.46(134) <.001 1.10 -7.158,-3.801
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CI[.069, .432]), EERLREEM (B=.27, SE=.092, p=.004,95% CI[.067,.346]), &EHIZRE
MEH B=-21,SE=.094, p=.003,95% CI[-.3443, -.074]) &YV — v P K—1+ (B=.24, SE
=.113, p=.006, 95% CI[.070, .416]) NEE/L TR T ThH o7 Riagustea= .53, F (5, 130) = 30.85,
p<.001, Xo TR 3 IEFFSNI,
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