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Abstract

High-functioning autism spectrum disorders (HFASD) children have difficulty understanding
other’ s minds. In order to measure it, many studies have been conducted using Theory of Mind
tasks. In previous research, three points have been suggested: First, the greater the verbal ability
of HFASD children, the more they pass the Theory of Mind task. Second, it may be possible for
them to learn “propositional mentalization”, which allows them to read other’s mental states,

using verbal reasoning. Third, the tendency of children with HFASD to focus intensely on details
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of information and to have weak central coherence is probably one of the main factors responsible
for their difficulty understanding other’s minds.
From the above findings, this study hypothesized that by analyzing social situation using verbal
methods together with focusing on details of information, the learning of propositional
mentalization can be promoted in HFASD children. This study aimed to (1) develop the
instruments necessary for promoting propositional mentalization and (2) conduct interventions
with HFASD children and compare the effects of promoting propositional mentalization through
their verbal ability.
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