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Abstract

Previous studies have shown that children’s patterns of response to reward and punishment
are associated with their psychological adjustment. However, the effect of parental attitudes on
individual differences in such response patterns has rarely been examined. The purpose of the
present study is to examine the comprehensive effects of parental attitude on a child’s
psychological adjustment by focusing on (1) the child’s sensitivity to reward and punishment, and
(2) approaching reward behavior and avoiding punishment behavior. Response patterns are
estimated by applying the reinforcement learning model to behavioral data rather than using a

psychological scale. This approach enables us to reduce the response bias of the participants.
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