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The investigation of the relationship between emotional judgment from
speech and unconscious reaction.
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Abstract

When judging a speaker's emotions from utterances, it has been reported that adults rely on
prosody while children rely on linguistic content, which is called lexical bias. Various factors have
been pointed out as to why children rely on linguistic content in contrast to adults, and how they
get to rely on prosody, but the developmental trajectory has been unclear. This study examines
the understanding of the difficulty of consciously manipulating the prosody in childhood, which is
considered to be the reason why adults rely on prosody. It is suggested that the development of
mind understanding in early childhood makes them aware of the intentionality of others' actions.
Similarly, in childhood, as it is understood that the prosody is difficult to operate intentionally,
children get to rely on prosody to judge speaker’s emotion.
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