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Abstract

Previous studies have shown that onomatopoeia is important for language acquisition of
children. Though Japanese has much onomatopoeia, the developmental process of acquiring it
isn’t clear. This report shows the results of research on children (3-7 years) which asks them (1)
to express onomatopoeia suitable for pictures and (2) to point to the pictures suitable for
onomatopoeia. Onomatopoeia which percentage of correct answers is over 70% is thought to be
acquired at the age. More data should be collected to create the developmental scale of
onomatopoeia, which is easy to use and enables children to enjoy the verbal assessment.
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