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Abstract

Children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) are regarded as having difficulty in reading
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the emotions of others. It has been hypothesized that inadequate executive function (EF) promotes
this difficulty in reading others’ emotions. In recent years, with the emergence of the concept of
“emotional executive functions (Hot EF),” a relationship between social information processing,
psychological theories, and EF has been suggested. This study hypothesized that “Hot EF”
promotes difficulty in reading others’ emotions and aimed to uncover the conditions for enabling
children with ASD to read the emotions of others. Specifically, we conducted intervention research
using picture arrangement puzzles in order to improve inadequate “Hot EF.” In this paper, we 1)
reviewed prior studies regarding reading of others’ emotions in children with ASD, 2) provided an
overview of prior studies on EF and a summary of “Hot EF,” and 3) created a conceptual
arrangement in order to study the viewpoint under consideration.
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