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Abstract

Children control their behaviors and learn the rules of communal living with others through
the words of caregivers. However, few studies have concretely examined the effects of caregivers’
words on children’s behaviors. This study investigated caregivers’ recognition of words spoken to
children (Study 1). Moreover, the type of words that affected children’s behaviors in practical
childcare was analyzed (Study 2). The results indicated that caregivers recognized the importance
of words and selected them carefully. Some types of words had positive effects on changes in
children’s behaviors, whereas others had negative effects and did not change their behaviors.
Improving the quality of childcare has been recently advocated. It is suggested that caregivers’
words are important stimuli in children’s behavioral development.
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