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How do young children develop numerical cognition in Japanese
kindergartens? :
The relation between Japanese Kindergarten activities and teacher
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Abstract

Numerical cognition is an important aspect of fundamental human development which occurs
progressively during infancy and childhood. Kindergarten teachers play an extremely important
role in young children’s numerical development. Past studies revealed that Japanese kindergarten
teachers were frequently providing mathematical support to the children without knowing it, and
these supports enhanced children’s numerical development. This study suggests one area which
is worth investigating in future studies. And that is the mutually constitutive process involving
teacher support and young children’s numerical development in the context of Japanese
kindergarten activities. A longitudinal study is required to identify and understand the

characteristic of this mutually constitutive process.
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