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Abstract

Infancy is an extremely crucial period for children when significant development in areas
such as cognition, emotion, and sociability takes place. Therefore, the speech and actions of the
adults who infants meet during this period have a significant impact on their behavior and
learning later in life. In this study, a behavioral analysis was conducted on the children’s reactions
using the words of childcare workers as stimuli. A portion of the results of a questionnaire survey,
conducted on those with an experience of early childhood care across Japan, was used to prepare
an interim report. The research results show that the childcare workers are aware of the impact
of the content of their words on the children, and interact with the children with this awareness.
This study suggests the need to examine the stimuli, that is, the adult’ s words, to promote better

development of children and their care.
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