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Abstract

Nonverbal information from other person play a crucial role in associating an object with a
word, and pointing is especially important for ostensive referring. The aim of this study was to

experimentally examine and declare how seemingly irrational actions lead to understanding the
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actor’s referential intention. To do so, the part name learning paradigm (Kobayashi, 1998) was
modified and used with pointing type (typical, atypical) and obstacle (present, absent) as
experimental factors. Our prediction was that a part of an object is identified as the referent more
frequently when pointing is atypical, as making the pointing shape is effortful, despite no obstacle
there. As a result, this prediction was almost supported; the atypical pointing promoted
association between the uttered word and the object part. It was also suggested that
understanding of various pointing gestures could be associated with development of “Theory of
Mind.”
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