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Abstract

In this study, 10 children with ASD and 10 TDs were compared in terms of on-line inference.
We conducted bridging inference tasks and measured their reading speed of sentences in two
contexts (general knowledge / social knowledge). The inference is supposedly activated when the
preceding context is relevant to the subsequent information. We conducted three factor analysis
of variance, group (ASD / TD) x context (general knowledge / social knowledge) x relevance
(relevant / irrelevant). As a result, the main effect of relevance and context was significant. The
priming effect was obtained in the relevant context, indicating that the bridging inference was
activated in both groups. As for the contextual types, the reading speed was faster in the social
knowledge condition. In addition, partial correlation coefficients were obtained for the "theory of
mind" task and the priming amount in each context. Control variables were CA, PVT-R scores,
RCPM scores. There was no correlation between any of the scores. From the results of this study,

it was shown that in on-line inference abilities, both ASD and TD children show similar
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developmental trends are following the same developmental process.
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