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Abstract

Individuals with ASD have difficulty using languages in social context, and research on it has
been done from the viewpoint of pragmatics. In this research, we focused on the inference ability
of language which is one of characteristics of pragmatic disability. We examined the inference
ability of children with ASD using on-line inference (bridging inference). On-line inference is
regarded to work automatically, unconsciously. Following previous studies, two kinds of inference
sentences using general knowledge and inference sentences using social knowledge were
investigated. This is because it was predicted that access to social knowledge would be difficult in
ASD. In this research, (1) Difference in bridging inference ability among ASD children and
typically developing children, (2) Changes in development of bridging inference abilities by age,
(3) Differences in inference abilities on general knowledge and social knowledge, (4) The
relationship between inference of social knowledge and “Theory of Mind” were investigated, the

purpose is to clarify these four points.
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