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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine whether the degree of symptoms for Autism Spectrum
Disorder is related to the ability of integrating speech and iconic gesture in young children. In this
study, 5 to 6 years old children were presented with a combination of spoken sentences and
gestures comprising of 8 actions, and they were assigned to two groups of presence of directive
words and absence of directive words in a combination of spoken sentences and iconic gestures.
Their parents or family answered Social Communication Questionnaire (SCQ) while children
were presenting spoken sentences and gestures. The result shows that the proportion of making
the right choice in selecting speech and gesture was higher in the group with the presence of
directive words than the group with the absence of directive words. However, 6 years old children

with directive words only integrated speech and gesture. There was no relation between SCQ-
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score and the proportion of correct choice in speech and gesture. Based on the results, I discussed
the ability to integrate speech and gesture in young children with atypical development.
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