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Do infants recognize caricature of mother’s face?
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Abstract

The previous study with adults reported that adults can identify more quickly face
caricatures than veridical line drawings and anti-caricatures (caricature advantage; Rhodes et al.,
1987). This study examined whether infants would show the caricature advantage in familiar face
recognition. In the present study, we used a preferential looking procedures to investigate the
discrimination between their own mother’s face and female stranger’s face in 6- to 8-month-old
infants in three conditions: photographs, caricatures, and veridical line drawings. As a result, 7-
and 8-month-olds preferred their own mother’s face in photographs and caricatures, but not in
line drawings. In contrast, 6-month-olds preferred their mother’s face only in photographs. Our
results revealed that infant aged over 7 months show caricature advantage in familiar face
recognition, suggesting that the ability to use distinctive information for each familiar face would
develop at around 7 months of age.
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