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The meaning of words for emotions in young children
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Abstract

Appropriate use of emotion words helps individuals smoothly communicate feelings with
others. However, children who have just begun to use emotion words usually use those words
differently from adults. Children need some time to be able to use emotion words the same as
adults. Although previous studies have shown that children understand the negative emotions of
others better than their own negative emotions, exactly which emotions and whose emotion is
easy or difficulty for children to understand has not been investigated in detail. The purpose of
the present study is to investigate whose emotion is easy or difficult for young children to
understand: their own, their friend’s, or their mother’s. This article reports the background and
the methodology of the experiment as well as the current progress.
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