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Mechanism of using others’ mental states and its application of the
other-oriented skills
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Abstract

Understanding others’ mental states and orienting the mental states are important skills to
maintain good social relationships. However, previous studies have shown that the other-oriented
behaviors are difficult for young children. The present study investigates the hypothesis that
children could orient others’ mental states when children find interest in others’ mental states.
Experiment 1 showed that children at age of three have already acquired the other-orientation
skill. Experiment 2 revealed that children could orient the other’s mental state when the mental
state is unavailable from 8-year-olds. This result suggested that children’s interest in others’
mental state develop from 8-year-olds. Given that children could orient other’s mental state
spontaneously from 8-year-olds (Clark & Delia, 1976), children start to develop their other-

oriented behavior based on their interest in others’ mental states.
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