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Abstract

This study examined how four-year-old children show objects to other children and how these
acts inspire creativity in the design-and-make process. Participatory observation was conducted
in two kindergarten classes of four-year-olds for one year. The analysis indicated that 1) acts of
showing objects in the design-and-make process functioned to report the results of design-and-
make and to negotiate with peers, 2) these two functions varied according to the relationships
between the children, 3) the children tended to show objects to teachers at the beginning of the
year but to peers toward the end of the year, and 4) near the end of the observation, one child
aimed to make new products that were different from a peer’s, through “appropriation” of the
ideas.
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