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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the psychological features of elementary and
junior high school students related to their participant roles as witnesses to cyberbullying. In
study 1(2), participants were 107(123) fifth- and sixth-year elementary school children and
531(676) first- and second-year junior high school students who responded to a questionnaire.
Participant roles in witnessing cyberbullying were classified as: assistant, reinforcer, bystander,
and defender. We found that the assistant and reinforcer roles reported higher levels of
schadenfreude than the defender. The assistant and reinforcer roles also reported lower levels of
awareness of crime prevention in an information society than the bystander and defender roles.
The reinforcer reported a lower level of consciousness regarding the protection of personal
information than the bystander and defender roles. The defender reported higher a level of a
normative helping attitude toward vulnerable people than the assistant and bystander roles. The

defender also reported higher levels of sympathy, an awareness of information ethics, and more
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normative behavior than the reinforcer and bystander roles.
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