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Abstract

Children show objects to others to express and share their experiences and knowledge,
demanding joint attention in the process. In design-and-make activities, such acts have the
function of forming relationships with others and advancing the activity through the introduction
of new ideas. This study aims to clarify how the relationship between children and the design-
and-make process concurrently changes, focusing on children’s act of showing objects.
Participatory observation was conducted in two kindergarten classes of 4-year-olds for one year.
The data were analyzed in terms of the addresses and timings of the participants’ acts of showing.
In terms of addresses, the analysis revealed that in the first trimester, children tended to show
objects to adults (teachers, observers, and mothers) more than other children, while in the third
trimester, they tended to show objects to other children. In terms of timings, they tended to show

objects to the adults after making the object, whereas they tended to show objects to other children
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in the middle of making the object.
[ Key words ] design-and-making, acts of showing, joint attention, social interaction,

collaboration
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