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Abstract

Recent studies have suggested that the broader autism phenotype of pregnant women might
be associated with their postpartum depressive symptoms, which is known to increase the risk of
aggressive behaviors in their children during early infancy. In this study, we used a Japanese
birth cohort (Hamamatsu Birth Cohort for Mothers and Children: HBC Study) and investigated
whether (a) the broader autism phenotype of mothers is positively associated with aggression in
18-month-old infants, and (b) if this association is mediated by postpartum depressive symptoms
in mothers. Participants were 769 mothers (Mage = 31.2, SD = 5.01) and the infants (383 girls,
386 boys).
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