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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the differences between typically developing children
(TD) and children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) in associative learning (rule-learning).
The term “associative learning (rule-learning)” here is one of the executive functions which are
very important for our daily lives and is the foundation of learning. Recently there has been an
increase in research into the dysfunction of executive function in children with ASD, but there are
few studies as to how and why these differences arise. We found some surprising differences
between the ASD group and the TD group. I believe this study is important for people close to
ASD children, including parents and educators.
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