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Abstract

Punishment toward the norm-violators plays an important role for the formation and
maintenance of cooperative societies. The purpose of this study is to examine whether the 19-
month-old infants have the beliefs about punishment that the norm-violators should be punished.
A total of 14 infants participated in this study and watched the movie. Fixation durations were
recorded by the eye-tracker. Half of the participants watched the unfair condition movie and the
others watched the fair condition movie. On the one hand, the content of the unfair condition
movie is that the panda that distributed the sweets and toys unfairly between the two giraffes is
punished. On the other hand, the content of the fair condition movies is that the panda that

distributed the sweets and toys fairly between the two giraffes is punished. The results of this
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study showed no significantly differences of total fixation duration between the two conditions.
This result indicated that 19-month-old infants do not have the beliefs that the norm-violators
should be punished.
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