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Abstract

As a result of the increasing attention paid to child maltreatment in recent years, the fact
that some mothers engaged in child-rearing are burdened with “abuse anxiety” has also come to
light. This study aims to investigate the following two questions: (1) Do pregnant mothers already
have abuse anxiety? (2) What factors affect their abuse anxiety? Survey was conducted during
pregnancy checkups at hospitals and semi-structured interviews were carried out with mothers
who agreed to join this study. This article reports results of the first survey. Mothers’ change of
abuse anxiety from pregnancy to postpartum will be reported when their children are 6 months
old.
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