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What promotes the production of pointing gestures by infants? : The
experimental study using “decorated room” paradigm.
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Abstract

The previous studies revealed that infants are promoted to produce pointing gestures when
they are interacting with their mothers in the “decorated room” designed by Liszkowski and
Tomasello (2011). In this study we duplicated the decorated room, and investigated what factors
promote the infants’ pointing gestures. Results showed that, as in the previous studies, infants
and their mothers produced pointing gestures one after the other in a short time. Moreover, it was
newly revealed that infants and their mothers produced pointing gestures more frequently when
they were in touch with each other than they were not. When they are in touch with each other
infants and mothers would be able to get the responses easily after their pointing gestures, which
in turn motivate them to produce pointing gestures frequently.
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