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Abstract

The grammatical form class of a novel word helps us identify the appropriate referent onto
which the word should be mapped. The present study investigated when the ability to map a word
introduced for an object-motion event onto an object using noun syntactic information develops in
children. Previous studies suggest that 16-month-olds can already distinguish nouns as a separate
grammatical form, so we tested 16-month-olds (Experiment 1) and 18-month-olds (Experiment 2),
using the switch habituation procedure. The results showed that 16-month-olds mapped the noun
to the compound of object and motion, while 18-month-olds mapped the noun to the object itself.
The results suggest that the ability to use syntactic information to identify the appropriate
referent for a novel noun develops in 16- to 18-month-olds.
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