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Early development of mother-infant tactile play:

Focusing on the types of play and the temporal structure of multimodal interaction
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Abstract

In this study, we examined development of tactile interaction between mothers and 5-to 7-
month-olds. We found that “rhythm” play occurred at the younger age more often than the older
age and, on the contrary, “lift” play occurred more often at the older age. The tactile play with
“narrative” occurred at the older age more often than the younger age. We analyzed a temporal
structure of typical mother-infant tactile interaction with narrative and found that the mother
stopped her motion immediately before a climax phase in 7m and simultaneously the infant
stopped her behavior and showed a shift in the eye direction to mother’s face. Such an experience

might promote infant’s social ability of expectation, prediction or primary intention-reading.
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