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Japanese young children’s concepts on the supernatural
ability of God: Could God know everything?
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Abstract

This study examined young children’s understanding of difference between human and God
in Japan. Forty-seven preschoolers (3- to 6-year old) participated in this study. Participants were
asked about the mental states of human, monkey, animals with special senses, and God in
false-belief tests. The results showed that 3- to 4-year olds did not distinguish the metal states of
each agent, but 5- to 6-year olds distinguished God from human or monkey: specifically, 5- to
6-year olds attributed the false-belief to human or monkey but not to God. The data suggested
that Japanese young children had the God-concept similar to previous study, even in Japan with
a different religious base from Europe and America.
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