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Abstract

The present study investigates the infants’ preference for face-like movements. Infant’s
recognition of facial expression is promoted by facial movements. Infants can recognize several
expressions by 7 months after birth. However, their preference for face-like movement has not
been examined. To examine infants’ preference, we used animated face patterns consisting of a
head-shaped contour and three disk blobs. The inner blobs expanded and contracted to represent
the opening and closing of the eyes and mouth. We compared infants’ preferential looking time
for face-like movements of face pattern with their looking time for non-face-like movements of
face pattern. Our result demonstrated that only 7-8 month-olds preferred the VM to the HM, but
5-6 month-olds didn’t. The preference was diminished in both cases when the moving face
patterns were presented without contour. Our results suggest that internal facial features with
vertical movements promote face preference in 7-8 month-olds.
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