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Development of contextual inference and its strategies in preschoolers:
Pragmatic interpretation in reference assignment
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Abstract

To establish a communication, it is necessary to understand the focus of others attention and
to share with her/him. And in verbal communication, hearer has to infer from the utterance of
others and to interpret. In this report, we focus on reference assignment. Reference assignment is
a pragmatic process to identify what expression refer to, in particular, it is important to interpret
the sentence include the deictic. Many theoretical researches on pragmatics have dealt with the
corpus data of adults but there were few experimental studies of children’s ability of pragmatic
interpretation. By modifying the task invented by Murakami & Hashiya (2011), we examine
what contextual cues used in interpreting the utterance “How about this?” by typical children
and whether the children with developmental disorder have the atypical characteristics of

contextual inference or not.
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