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Abstract

There are only a few new researches in Japan on reading interests and, therefore, the
developmental model of reading interests presented by Ichiro Sakamoto almost 60 years ago is
still being used. The model that had been presented by Sakamoto cannot be considered effective
when the media and the reading environment of children have changed significantly since then.
Therefore, this research aims to review Sakamoto’s model and present a development model for
reading interests that reflects the present situation. The results of this research can be presented
as a model comprising of: a. the picture-book stage (up to 8 years); b. the fairy-tale (children’s
story) stage (6 to 10 years); c. the children’s literature stage (8 to 13 years); d. the popular
literature stage (from 11 years); e. the light novel stage (from 13 years). This model is
considerably flatter than the Sakamoto’s model.
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