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Can young children learn words from non-human agents?
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Abstract

This study examines whether young children could learn words from a robot. Children of 3
years of age were shown video clips where either a human lady (human condition) or a humanoid
robot (robot condition) labeled novel objects. Then the children were asked to select the objects
according to the names used in the video. The results revealed that children in both conditions
failed to learn words. The results indicated that the task used was not appropriate for younger

children. A new paradigm should be devised to address whether younger children could learn
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words from a robot.
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