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Development of self in 2-to 3-year- old in peer communication
—Longitudinal observation of changes in reciprocal imitation—
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Abstract

We observed a child within a group of his peers at play in a nursery school over a six-month
period. Our purpose was to investigate the developmental relationship between themes created
in play and the development of the child’s sense of self. In the first three months, the theme was
mainly shared by “reciprocal imitation”. Children can feel “sameness” and make contact with
one another by behaving in a similar way and with similar objects to those of their peers. We
found that through imitating his peers, the child behaved as if he lacked a coherent perspective of
himself and others. After that, he worded the introduction of a make-believe play related to the
theme. In this period, he gained the ability to differentiate himself from others and began to
build a sense of himself.
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