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Abstract

This study was carried out to examine how children with Pervasive Developmental
Disorders(PDD) comprehended the others’ gaze. We used the Move-Object task which require
children to hide an object behind a screen, and the Move-Screen task which children have to
place a screen in front of an object. The finding that typically developing children execute these
tasks indicated acquired the four cognitive components which was required to understand the
others’ gaze. The four components are ( I )the understanding of the others’ eye direction, (II) the
understanding of the others’ spatial (or perceptual) representation, (Il) the awareness that the
others’ sight could be barriered, and (IV) the comprehension of the whole spatial representation
which was interrupted. These components were achieved in the order of (I) to (IV). The result of
this study revealed that children with PDD preformed successfully in the two tasks and acquired
the four cognitive components as same as typically developing children.

[Key words] Pervasive developmental Disorders, Move-object task, Move-Screen task
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