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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the extent to which physical features of the environment, such
as the equipment, furnishings, classrooms and nursery buildings, which demonstrably activate
and/or support children’s spontaneous activities and their development, are present among
Japanese nursery schools. While the quality of the educational environment for pre-schoolers has
been mainly discussed in terms of the human environment, my previous analysis of the literature
of M. Montessori and of nursery-school buildings and classrooms designed according to her
theory surely indicates the importance of the physical environment of the nursery school. Even

today, the physical elements of the environment suggested by Montessori must be indispensable
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factors in nursery-school education. Accordingly, a questionnaire survey is planned to investigate
what aspects of the physical environment suggested by Montessori are generally found among
nursery schools in Japan. Both Montessori schools and other schools are asked to participate in
this survey, and will be compared. Based on the present findings, I will discuss how the quality of
the physical environment affects the education of young children.
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child development
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