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Development of self in 2-to 3-year- olds in peer communication
—Longitudinal observation of reciprocal imitation and its change—
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Abstract

We have reviewed a framework of 2- to 3-year- olds’ development of self. Previous studies
suggest that 2-year-olds cannot be aware of changes in roles in a given situation and they behave
as if they lack a coherent perspective of themselves and others. A key feature is reciprocal
imitation in communication with their peers, where they sustain social exchanges by behaving in
a similar way and with similar objects to their peers. By using imitation to communicate, young
children have gained the ability to switch roles, and to differentiate themselves from others.
Communicating via imitation is transitory and disappears around the age of three, when they
build a sense of themselves and master verbal language. As this developmental change is not
fully documented, further study is needed.
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