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Factors involved in the episode when students’ motivation is enhanced
through the use of praise.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify factors involved in the episode which children’s
motivation is enhanced through the use of praise. First grade students were interviewed about
the episode wherein their motivation was enhanced through the use of praise. Reported episodes
included seven factors: the activity or result for which the students received praise, such as
getting a perfect score on a test; mode of praise, such as saying or giving something; persons who
praised the students; evaluation of activity or result; emotion experienced upon receiving praise;
prehistory or background of the activity or result for which they were praised; and time of praise.
These factors varied in their frequency of being reported. The activity or result for which the
students received praise and mode of praise were factors reported by many students.
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