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Abstract

The present study examines what young children regard as important when they infer the
causality about wishing behavior. Seventy-six kindergarten children (32 juniors and 44 seniors)
participated in the experiment. It was revealed that both juniors and seniors infer the causality
on the basis of occurrence probability when they observe another person makes a wish.
However, in the successive experiment, it was found that a pretty number of juniors and seniors
infer the causality on the basis of the way how they themselves make a wish and it comes true
even though its possibility is objectively low. These results suggest that the criteria of the causal
inference about wishing vary according to the degree of objectiveness; i.e., whether young
children observe the phenomenon or they are involved in it.
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