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Abstract

Present study investigated whether the intimacy with victims affected children’s guilt
feelings and the reasons of their apologies. To examine the developmental changes of elementary
school children, first, third, and fifth graders (AN=188) were required to answer several questions
in term of perpetrators after reading a fictitious story in which the perpetrator accidentally hit
the victim. After children were asked whether they would apologize to the victim, they were
required to rate their guilt feeling and the reasons of their apologies (avoidance of punishment
and improving bad impression) with four points scale. Results revealed that their guilt feelings
and their motives to avoid the punishment decreased as their grader advanced, regardless of
high and low intimacy situations. Meanwhile, although their motive to improve bad impression
decreased as their grader advanced in low intimacy situation, it was constantly high in all grade
in high intimacy one.
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