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Abstract

Generally, in the search task, two- to three-year-olds fail to find a dropped and hidden object
at the same time when they have to apply the concept of solidity, although they had acquired this
understanding in infancy. In this study, we focused on whether or not two- and three-year-olds
could find a hidden object when attending to solidity, and we investigated whether or not the
understanding of solidity affected children’s search performance. We found that when they
could see the board which acted as a barrier to stop the moving object, those who did not succeed
in the fall & solidity task performed better than when they could not see the board. Thus, we
suggest that one of the reasons why toddlers cannot apply the concept of solidity to find the
dropped object is that they have difficulty in taking the concept of solidity into consideration
while searching for the dropped object.
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