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Abstract

This study examined the changes of the contents of mothers’ subjectivity. Mothers were
shown some video-clips which included infants in different situations and asked about their
responses to each infant when their infants were three, six, nine and twelve months old. From
what viewpoints they answered to the question “why you selected a particular response” were
assessed by the following three categories; infants’ mental states, mothers’ intention to regulate
infant’s emotional states, and mothers’ desires or emotions. Results showed that mothers
reported more about their intention to regulate infant’s emotional states and less doing

something to the infant which was less based on infant mental states as the infants get older.
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These qualitatively changes of mothers’ subjectivity are discussed in relation to infants’ mental
development.
[Key words] mothers’ subjectivity, infant’s mental development, mother-infant relationship,

longitudinal study
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