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Abstract

In this study, how the relationships between apologizing behavior and forgiveness change with
the age from the lower grades of junior school pupils to high school students were investigated.
Firstly, the subjects were questioned from the victim’s viewpoint, whether they expected
apologizing behavior from the offender and whether they would forgive the offender, using a
questionnaire (a written script). In order to investigate the effects of intimacy, two conditions
with different degrees of intimacy, ramely “friends” and “parents” were compared. As the result,
the subjects expected apologizing behavior from the offender regardless of “friends” or “parents”

conditions. However, when the types of apologizing behavior were investigated, apologies with
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reasons for the offence appeared only in “friends” conditions which increased with the age. Also,
only in “friends” conditions, it was shown that apologies with words alone were met with less
degree of forgiveness. As for “parents” conditions, there were no associations between apologizing
behavior and forgiveness, deserved that they were forgiven regardless of the types of apologies.
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